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Assumptions 

 Audience has a working knowledge of current 
OC/RDC 4.6 internals/architecture. 

 Conceptual presentation only. Not any 
statement of future direction/product direction 
of Oracle. 
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Problem Statement: Many Places to 
Configure RDC Behavior 

 Knowing where to go to make a change to 
something in RDC can be challenging. 
 RDC Configurator (change by user, study, <USER GROUP> or any 

combination thereof). 

 Reference Codelists for Discrepancy Management (DISCREPANCY 
ACTIONS/STATUS <USER GROUP>). 

 RDC Study/Site Administration (access to Study/Sites, Update, 
Update Disc, Verify, Approve). 

 OCL => Admin => DCI Form Local Database Settings (also at Study 
level). 

 WEB.XML (Timeouts, Report Server URL). 

 OpaConfig.do (Password for TMS$BROWSER, OC4J_INTERNAL, 
Server, Port, ORACLE_SID). 
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Problem Statement: Many Places to 
Configure RDC Behavior (2) 

 Some changes are not possible from these access 
points, but can be done (disable a toolbar button). 
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Can Administration be Centralized: 
Learning from EBS 

 In the Oracle E-Business Suite world, there was a similar 
issue.  There were configuration files and settings for the 
system in many places and it was difficult to manage.   

 In 11.5.6 and higher, Oracle release adconfig or autoconfig.  
This was a single tool (set of scripts) designed to update all 
of the system-level configurations centrally. 

 These configurations were also consolidated into 2 .xml 
files, which are not supposed to be manually edited. 

 Furthermore, this autoconfig module is accessible from the 
OEM console (ias_admin login page). 

 External Link to autoconfig. 
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Consolidating Configurations for RDC 
in .XML?  Is it possible? 

 Already happening with web.xml and 
OpaConfig.xml.  

 There are several .xml files which are deployed by 
default with an Oracle J2EE application. 

 Default files are modifiable in OEM, IF you know where 
to look. 

 RDC-specific files are NOT modifiable this way (thus the 
need for a separate OpaConfig.do application). 

 Reference codelists are not .xml dependent. 

 Study/Site administration depends on table entries. 
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Creating an auto-config Like 
Application 

 The EBS approach is a very useful approach for 
managing complex configurations. 

 If OpaConfig.do is already a mini-application, why 
not "push" ALL relevant RDC configuration values 
into a central XML file? 

 OpaConfig could then:  

 Modify the central XML file. 

 Update the database and reference codelists in the 
backend, using APIs. 

 Maintain transactional integrity. 

 Create automatic backups of the previous configuration. 
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Creating an auto-config Like 
Application (2) 

 This could also be registered in dcmctl, so there 
would be database file backups for the last known 
configuration. 

 Could be more complex to handle changes, but 
behavior would be consistent. 

 External link is possible. 
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 http://www.teachmeoracle.com/autoconfig02.html  
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What About Custom Configurations? 

 To really control certain aspects of RDC, the 
master .js file has to be examined. 

 Not much documentation on contents, but the 
business rules for the behavior of many 
components of RDC are stored here. 

 This file exists in the .ear (Enterprise Archive) and 
.war (Web Archive) as well as in the J2EE 
filesystem. 

 Updated with every RDC patch which re-deploys the 
servlet. 

 Complex structure. 
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Changing Master .js File Could Be Done 
By an auto-config Like Application Too! 

 Since the changes to the master .js file are 
complex AND also require updating the .ear/.war 
as well as the .js file itself, this should not be done 
manually. 

 Possible to change in JDeveloper, but not every 
administrator of RDC also wants to be a Java 
Developer. 
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Changing Master .js File Could Be Done 
By an auto-config Like Application Too! 
(2) 

 Instead, use the same auto-config application to 
perform the modification of the .js and then 
redeploy! 

 Isolate specific logical components, such as 
enabling and disabling controls, in a UI which 
then modifies the corresponding .js component. 

 Incorporate checks to ensure syntax is correct, 
and also business rules are valid. 

©2010 DBMS Consulting, Inc. Unauthorized Duplication is Strictly Prohibited                                      Presented by: Singh, Essig, Struzik 



OHSUG 2010 San Antonio: RDC FG; Developing a fully flexibly UI control matrix for RDC        October 2010 

18 

Use of XML for Master Configurations: 
API/SOA Calls for Configurations 

 If an auto-config like application tool exists which 
synchronizes database changes and file changes 
with a master XML file, this file could also be 
updated through APIs/SOA calls. 

 This could allow changes to Study Site 
configuration to be made by a SOA application 
which would be part of the auto-config like 
application tool. 

 This could allow real-time workflow processing of 
account administration requests for RDC. 
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Feasibility With Future RDC Releases? 

 Since there exists already: 

 An OpaConfig tool. 

 AutoConfig tool for EBS. 

 Development for Fusion platform in the future It may 
not be so unlikely to have a tool like this for centralized 
administration created as a patch release. 

 Considerations for centrally administering other 
products, such as PhaseForward or Siebel, could 
lead to a similar solution but using alternate 
technologies.   

 Result is still beneficial to the greater RDC user 
community. 
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